
Convention on the Constitution recommends 

voting rights for Irish citizens living outside 

of the State 

Sunday, 29th September, 2013: The Convention on the Constitution has today voted in 

favour of recommending the extension of voting rights in Presidential elections for Irish 

citizens who are resident outside of the State, including Irish citizens resident in Northern 

Ireland.  

Over the weekend, Convention members were presented with a comprehensive overview of 

the current constitutional position relating to the issue, the potential impacts of the 

proposed changes and other relevant electoral issues which emerged. 

Throughout the two days, members of the Convention heard evidence relating to the issue 

presented by academic and legal experts. This included comparative international 

experience, more technical and practical electoral issues, and issues relating to Irish citizens 

resident in Northern Ireland.   

In addition, the opinions of representatives of Irish communities living in Britain, Canada, 

Australia, France, Germany, Northern Ireland and the USA were heard live via video link-up.  

Following a wide ranging discussion, members were presented with a number of options.  

The first questions asked members:  

 Should citizens resident outside the State have the right to vote in Presidential 

elections? 

On this question members voted: 

 Yes  - 78% 

 No   - 21% 

 Undecided  - 1%  

Delegates were then asked: 

 Should citizens resident in Northern Ireland have the right to vote in Presidential 

elections? 

Here Convention members decided:  

 Yes – 73% 

 No – 20% 



 Undecided – 7% 

The third question asked members:  

 Which of these citizens living outside the island of Ireland should have the right to 

vote in Presidential elections? (Mark X in ONE box) 

o All Irish citizens resident outside the island of Ireland 

o Just citizens who have lived in Republic of Ireland. 

o Just citizens who have lived in Republic of Ireland as adults and who have left 

for a period of time (see below) 

o Undecided/No opinion 

On this, members voted: 

o All Irish citizens resident outside the island of Ireland – 36% 

o Just citizens who have lived in Republic of Ireland  - 26% 

o Just citizens who have lived in Republic of Ireland as adults and who have left 

for a period of time (see below) – 27% 

o Undecided/No opinion – 11% 

The final question asked members: 

 If there should be a time limit on how long citizens resident outside of the island of 

Ireland can have a vote, what should that be? (Mark X in ONE box) 

o No time limit  

o Voting rights only for 5 years abroad or less  

o 10 years  

o 15 years  

o 20 years  

o 25 years 

On this, members voted:  

o No time limit - 38% 

o Voting rights only for 5 years abroad or less - 14% 

o 10 years - 17% 

o 15 years - 20% 

o 20 years - 6% 

o 25 years - 4% 

A detailed report will now be compiled containing all of the evidence that was presented 

over the weekend and the recommendations of the Constitutional Convention will go to 

Government. 

Speaking today, Mr Tom Arnold, Chairman of the Convention of the Constitution, said:  



“I would like to offer my sincere thanks to all those who participated in these complex and 

often emotive discussions this weekend. Over the two days, we witnessed a very thorough 

and detailed examination of the issues associated with extending Presidential voting rights 

to citizens who are resident outside of the State.  

I would like to thank our academics and legal experts for their thoughtful and 

comprehensive overviews of the issues at hand. In particular, I would like to commend the 

members of the Convention for their dedication and commitment to this issue, and for fully 

immersing themselves in the detail of their brief. 

This has been a powerful weekend where we utilised new technologies to gather a broad 

range of views and opinions on the subject from around the world. Through our live video 

link-up with representatives of Irish communities in various parts of the globe, we were 

offered a unique and powerful insight into the views of the diaspora on citizenship and their 

thoughts on the extension of voting rights. 

This is an incredibly important issue that is hugely relevant to thousands of Irish citizens 

living all over the world and this was very clear throughout the entire process. At the outset, 

we actively encouraged Irish citizens all over the world to engage with the issue and offer 

their views. We were astounded with the size of the response and the strength of opinion 

on the issue. In preparation for this weekend, we considered thousands of these responses 

and built them into our analysis. 

Following this outcome, we will now be lodging a formal report with Government notifying 

them of the recommendation of the Convention regarding Presidential voting rights for Irish 

citizens who are resident abroad.” 

ENDS  
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Notes to the Editor 

Constitutional Convention  

The Convention on the Constitution was established by Resolution of both Houses of the 

Oireachtas.  Its purpose is to consider and deliberate on eight separate matters on which it 

will make recommendations [as possible future amendments to the Constitution] and 

report to the Houses of the Oireachtas.  

For its part, the Irish Government has undertaken to respond to the Convention's 

recommendations within four months by way of debates in the Oireachtas and where it 



agrees with a particular recommendation to amend the Constitution, to include a timeframe 

for a referendum. 

The Convention is to complete its work within 12 months.  Each topic will be deliberated at 

a weekend meeting of the Convention. 
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